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CLAIMS 

1. A picture coding apparatus which codes pictures on a 
picture-by-picture basis, and generates a random access unit as a 

5 part of a stream, the random access unit including the coded 
pictures, said apparatus comprising: 

a coding unit operable to generate pieces of coded picture 
data by coding the pictures on a pIcture-by-picture basis; 

an information generation unit operable to generate pieces of 
10 picture parameter set information, each of which is a parameter 
group to be referenced for decoding each piece of the coded picture 
data; 

a first storage unit operable to store the pieces of the coded 
picture data respectively into access units that constitute the 
15 random access unit; and 

a second storage unit, based on a predetermined condition, 
operable to store each pieces of the picture parameter set 
information into a first access unit that is located at a head of the 
random access unit, or into an access unit in which a piece of the 
20 coded picture data that refers to the piece of the picture parameter 
set information is stored, 

wherein said second storage unit Is operable to store a 
plurality of the pieces of the picture parameter set information into 
the first access unit, and to limit the number of pieces of the picture 
25 parameter set information stored in the first access unit. 

2. A picture decoding apparatus which accesses a stream by a 
random access unit, the stream generated by said picture coding 
apparatus according to Claim 1, and decodes pieces of coded picture 

30 data, said apparatus comprising: 

a picture specification unit operable to specify a part of the 
pieces of the coded picture data to be decoded from the pieces of the 



coded picture data so as to specify a piece of the coded picture data 
stored In a first access unit tliat is located at a liead of the random 
access unit; 

an obtainment unit operable to obtain, from the first access 
5 unit or an access unit which stores the coded picture data to be 
decoded, picture parameter set information which is a parameter 
group referenced for decoding the coded picture data to be decoded; 
and 

a decoding unit operable to decode the coded picture data to 
10 be decoded by referring to the picture parameter set information , 

3. A picture coding method for coding pictures on a 
pIcture-by-picture basis, and generating a random access unit as a 
part of a stream, the random access unit including the coded 
15 pictures^ said method comprising: 

generating pieces of coded picture data by coding the pictures 
on a picture-by-picture basis; 

generating pieces of picture parameter set information, each 
of which is a parameter group to be referenced for decoding each 
20 piece of the coded picture data; 

first storing the pieces of the coded picture data respectively 
into access units that constitute the random access unit; and 

second storing, based on a predetermined condition, each 
pieces of the picture parameter set information into a first access 
25 unit that is located at a head of the random access unit, or into an 
access unit in which a piece of the coded picture data that refers to 
the piece of the picture parameter set information is stored, 

wherein, in said storing, a plurality of the pieces of the picture 
parameter set information are stored Into the first access unit in said 
30 second storing, and the number of pieces of the picture parameter 
set information, stored In the first access unit, is limited. 
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4. A picture decoding method for accessing a stream by a 
random access unit, tlie stream generated by said picture coding 
apparatus according to Claim 3, and decoding pieces of coded 
picture data, said method comprising: 

5 specifying a part of the pieces of the coded picture data to be 

decoded from the pieces of the coded picture data so as to specify a 
piece of the coded picture data stored in a first access unit that is 
located at a head of the random access unit; 

obtaining, from the first access unit or an access unit which 
10 stores the coded picture data to be decoded, picture parameter set 
Information which is a parameter group referenced for decoding the 
coded picture data to be decoded; and 

decoding the coded picture data to be decoded by referring to 
the pieces of picture parameter set Information. 

15 

5. A recording method for coding pictures on a 
picture-by-picture basis, and recording a stream including a random 
access unit having the coded pictures into a computer-readable 
recording medium, said recording method comprising: 

20 generating pieces of coded picture data by coding the pictures 

on a picture-by-picture basis; 

generating pieces of picture parameter set Information, each 
of which Is a parameter group to be referenced for decoding each 
piece of the coded picture data; 
25 first storing the pieces of the coded picture data respectively 

Into access units that constitute the random access unit; and 

second storing, based on a predetermined condition, each 
pieces of the picture parameter set information into a first access 
unit that is located at a head of the random access unit, or into an 
30 access unit in which a piece of the coded picture data that refers to 
the piece of the picture parameter set information Is stored, 

wherein, in said second storing, a plurality of the pieces of the 
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picture parameter set information are stored into the first access 
unit in said second storing, and the number of pieces of the picture 
parameter set information, stored in the first access unit, is limited. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of Tadamasa TOMA et aL 



Serial NO.:10/581,910 
Filing Date: June 7, 2006 
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VERIFICATION OF TRANSLATION 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Masakuni YAMAGUCHI residing at 1-6-1, Minamitomigaoka, Nara-shi, Nara, 
631-0023, Japan declares: 

(1) that he knows weU both the Japanese and English languages; 

(2) that he translated the patentable claims from JP2006-5 19671 from Japanese 
to English; 

(3) that the attached English translation is a true and correct translation of the 
patentable claims from JP2006-519671 to the best of his knowledge and beliefi 
and 

(4) that aU statements made of his own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and behef are believed to be true, and further 
that these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and that such false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent thereon. 
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Patent Application No. 



Japanese Patent Application No. 
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5 Drafting Date February 29th, 2008 

Examiner of JPO HATANAKA, Takayuki 

Representative/Applicant Nil, Hiromori 



Applied Provisions Patent Law Article 36 
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Final 



This application should be refused for the reasons mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the reasons, such 
argument should be submitted within 60 days from the date on 
which this notification was dispatched. 



This application does not comply with the requirements under 
Patent Law Article 36(6) (2) on the points mentioned below. 



Description in Claim 7, "...the pieces of the picture parameter 
set information are stored into the first access unit that is located at 
a head of the access units, so that the number of pieces of the 
picture parameter set information, stored in the first access unit, is 

25 limited" fails to elaborate on how the number of pieces of the picture 
parameter set information is limited. This is because whether or 
not the number of pieces of the picture parameter set information 
stored in the first access unit is limited cannot be judged by 
information stored in a recording medium, and thus, it is not clear 

30 what causes the number to be limited. 



15 



Reason 



20 



Note 



Thus, Claim 7 lacks clarity. 



<Claims not subject to refusal> 

For Claims 1 to 6, no reason for refusal Is found at present. 
If any reason for refusal is found later, it will be notified. 

Reasons for the final Notification of Reasons for Refusal 

This Notification of Reasons for Refusal is to notify the 
reasons for refusal that became apparent after considering the 
amendment filed as a response to the first Notification of Reasons 
for refusal. 



Any inquiry concerning this notification of reasons for refusal 
should be directed to l^lr. YOKOTA, Yamada of Audio Visual Division, 
Fourth Examination Department. 
Tel. 03 (3581) 1101 ex. 3539 
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